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GREETING 
 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, the love of Christ 

that guards our hearts and minds, and the joy and consolation of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

ADVENT LITANY 
 

C: By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break 

upon us. 

P: The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

C: Instill in us a yearning to seek your presence in each other and in 

the rest of creation. 

P: The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

C: Quicken us to help all people feel welcomed and supported. 

P: The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

C: Rouse us to care for one another, friend and stranger alike. 

P: The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

C: Inspire us to be your handiwork in the world. 

P: The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

C: Fill us with a holy hunger for a just world where all life is fed. 

P: The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

C: The days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

P: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your Son. 

C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come!  
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OPENING PRAYER 
 

Stir up our hearts, O God, to prepare a pathway for your Christ. By 

his coming speak peace to your people and turn our hearts toward 

you, that your saving grace and splendid glory may dwell in all the 

earth; through Jesus Christ, whose day draws near. Amen.  
 

SILENCE & MEDITATION 
 

OPENING SONG 

Wait for the Lord ELW 262 (5x thru) 
 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near 

Wait for the Lord, be strong take heart 
 

SCRIPTURE AND REFLECTION:  1 Samuel 3 
 

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word 

of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
 

2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could 

not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone 

out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark 

of God was. 4Then the LORD called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said, 

"Here I am!" 5and ran to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But 

he said, "I did not call; lie down again." So he went and lay down. 6The 

LORD called again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, 

"Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call, my son; lie 

down again." 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of 

the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel 

again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, 

for you called me." Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 
9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall 

say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.'" So Samuel went and lay 

down in his place. 
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10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, "Samuel! 

Samuel!" And Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." 11Then 

the LORD said to Samuel, "See, I am about to do something in Israel that 

will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will 

fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from 

beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about to punish his house 

forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming 

God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli 

that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering 

forever." 
 

15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of 

the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called 

Samuel and said, "Samuel, my son." He said, "Here I am." 17Eli said, 

"What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to 

you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you." 
18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, 

"It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him." 
 

19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words 

fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that 

Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 21The LORD continued 

to appear at Shiloh, for the LORD revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by 

the word of the LORD. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

God comes to us in dreams and visions. The long expanse of night, absent 

the distractions of worries of the day, creates space for us to hear and 

listen. Three times Samuel hears God’s voice as he sleeps; three times he 

mistakes it for Eli’s, unable to comprehend that God might be seeking 

after him instead. Eli, however, perceives that God is doing a new thing 

and encouraging Samuel to again lie down and be open to God calling to 

him in the night. 
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PRAYER 

Just as Advent beckons us to slow down and wait with hope and 

expectation, our prayer on these Advent nights calls for something more 

than a quick recitation of intercessions. The contemplative nature of this 

service expects the Holy Spirit to pray with us and through us, often with 

those “sighs too deep for words” (Rom 8:26).  

 

L: In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness and bears 

the wounds of the world. Therefore, let us be bold as we pray, trusting that 

God draws near to those in any kind of need.  

 

This week we invite you to spend some time meditating on how your 

work, paid and/or voluntary, can be understood as a calling from God and 

a way to give glory to God by helping your neighbor.  

 

Gathering our many prayers into one, we pray:  

stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. In your mercy receive our 

prayers, and by your power hasten the day when peace and justice 

kiss and steadfast love and faithfulness meet for the sake of the world 

you love. Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG 

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am ELW 814 (5x thru) 
 

Take, oh, take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; 

Set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 
 

BENEDICTION 

“A blessing for traveling in the dark” by Jan Richardson 
  

Go slow  

if you can. 

Slower. 

More slowly still. 

Friendly dark 

or fearsome, 

this is no place 

to break your neck 

by rushing, 

by running, 

by crashing into 

what you cannot see. 
 

Then again, 

it is true: 

different darks 

have different tasks, 

and if you 

have arrived here unawares, 

if you have come 

in peril 

or in pain, 

this might be no place 

you should dawdle. 

I do not know 

what these shadows 

ask of you, 

what they might hold 

that means you good 

or ill. 

It is not for me 

to reckon 

whether you should linger 

or you should leave. 

 

But this is what 

I can ask for you: 

 

That in the darkness 

there be a blessing. 

That in the shadows 

there be a welcome. 

That in the night 

you be encompassed 

by the Love that knows 

your name. 

 

 



The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing so that we may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for 

whom we wait.  

Amen.  

 

Sharing of God’s Peace 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Aardahl ‘s Poinsettia Garden 
 

In Honor of… 
Grandma Krissie & Grandpa Joe by Marcus Warren 

Grandma Kathy & Grandpa Willie by Marcus Warren 
 

 In Memory of… 

 Bonnie & Jay Rubash by John Rubash 
Ardy Bakke by Sue & George Wells 

Our Parents by Stan & Donna Kimmes 
Alvin & Agnes Oien by Bonnie & Jesse Anderson 

Angie Otness by Wendy Otness 
Our Parents by Mick & Cheryl Lee 

Kenneth & Jeanne Hoppes by Tomy & Carolyn Hegland 
Tom & Mary Hegland by Tomy & Carolyn Hegland 

Our Parents by Kel & Margaret Booge 
    


