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Bemidji, MN 56601
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aardahl@paulbunyan.net
www.aardahllutheran.com
Pastor Pete 760-6974
pastor.peter.warren@gmail.com
Organist: Wayne Hoff
Parish Nurse: Wendy Otness 766-3169
WendyOtness@hotmail.com
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Worship 8:30 am

Sunday, December 26, 2021
First Sunday of Christmas

This Week: December 26, 2021 Worship
Ushers: VOLUNTEERS
Reader: VOLUNTEER
Next Week: January 2, 2021 Lessons & Carols
Ushers: Harlan & Sheri Eklund
Reader: Sheri Eklund and others
Assisting Minister: VOLUNTEER
Mission Statement: “As people of faith Aardahl Lutheran Church will
reach out in Christ to our community in caring and sharing.

WELCOME
PRELUDE & RING THE BELL
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Moment of silence for reflection
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE (ELW p. 138)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 139)
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our
minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think
and act according to your good will and may live continually in the
light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
A reading from 1 Samuel.
18
Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod.
19
His mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each
year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.
20
Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD
repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to the
LORD”; and then they would return to their home.
26
Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor
with the LORD and with the people.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 148
1

Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the
heights.
2
Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of
heaven.
3
Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.
4
Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
5
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
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who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
7
Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
8
fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
10
wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;
11
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12
young men and maidens, old and young together.
13
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and
heaven.
14
The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all
faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the
LORD. Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING: Colossians 3:12-17
A reading from Colossians.
12
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one
another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other;
just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all,
clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and
with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to
God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the
Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for
the festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started to return, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it.
44
Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s
journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and
friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search
for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard
him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents
saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why
have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching
for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were you searching for
me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50But they
did not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down with them
and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all
these things in her heart.
52
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human
favor.
41

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
MUSIC MINISTRY Jesus, What a Wonderful Child (ELW 297)
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SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY The First Noel (ELW 300)
CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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*OFFERING (ELW 185)
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came
among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed
us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the
field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
* LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
*SING
Amen, Amen, Amen
SENDING SONG
Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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AADAHL ANNOUNCEMENTS DECEMBER 26, 2021
A warm welcome to all, and especially to visitors this morning. Please
sign our guestbook in the back of the fellowship hall and join us for coffee
following the service.
ALTAR FLOWERS are sponsored by John Rubash
PASTOR PETE ON VACATION Pastor Pete will be on vacation thru
Monday, January 3rd. If an emergency comes up, please contact one of
your church council members. Pr. Mike Naylor is available for pastoral
emergencies. We will need a worship leader for next Sunday’s lesson and
carols service.
COMMUNITY
BEMIDJI COMMUNITY FOOD SHELF
In December, our day to serve at the Food Shelf will be on Wednesday,
12/29 from 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM.
CHURCHES UNITED
Churches United needs volunteers. They are open from 12:00 PM to 4:00
PM on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday. Give them a call at 4441380. Churches United is taking donations of hygiene products, quilts,
clean blankets, towels, etc.

STATISTICS
Last Week: Attendance: 42 Offering: $2,195
Weekly Budget Goal: $2,410
Fiscal YTD income as of December 20th: $58,650.76
Fiscal YTD expenses as of December 20th: $58,166.84
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AARDAHL PRAYER LIST
We use an open format during the service prayers. You are encouraged to
pray either out loud or silently any person’s name or group of people you
wish the congregation to pray for. Also, please take this sheet home and
pray for these people throughout the week:
In need of healing: Norm E, Margie A, Bonnie A, Sheryl E, Bob M,
Marlene M, Judy H, Joel S, Kelly B, Richard O, Beckie T, Jane R
Those living in care facilities: Judy H., Marlene M., Beckie T., Rose P.
Those who are grieving:
And: Please pray for our Sister Congregation and Seminary in
Madagascar, Tsararano Lutheran Church and Betela Lutheran Seminary
If you or someone you know is in the hospital, please call Pastor Pete. If
you have a special prayer request, medical concern, would like a pastoral
visit, or would like to become a member of Aardahl Lutheran please call
Pastor Pete at 760-6974
WEEKLY CALENDAR
Monday 27th
Tuesday 28th
Wednesday 29th
Thursday 30th
Friday 31st
Saturday 1st Happy New Year!!!
Sunday 2nd Worship
8:30 AM
Coffee Hour 9:30 AM
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